Patriotic Closing Ceremony

Scout 1 – As I put out this white candle, which represents purity, may we ever be mindful of this obligation, that a Scout is clean.  He keeps clean in body and thought, stands for clean speech, clean sport, clean habits, and travels with a clean crowd.

Scout 2 – As I put out this blue candle, which represents loyalty, may we ever be mindful of this obligation, that a Scout is loyal.  He is loyal to all to whom loyalty is due – his Scout leader, his home, his parents, his country and his God.

Scout 3 – As I put out this red candle, which represents courage and sacrifice, may we ever be mindful of our obligations to remember the sacrifices that have been made for us by many others, that we may enjoy the lives of good citizens in the American way.

Troop – (in unison) So may it be!

A Brief Patriotic Opening

Scout 1 – (lighting red candle) The red of my flag is the lifeblood of brave men ready to die or worthily live for this, our country.

Scout 2 – (lighting white candle) The white of my flag is for purity, cleanliness of purpose, thought, word, and deed.

Scout 3 – (lighting blue candle) The blue of my flag is for truth and justice, like the eternal blue of the star filled heavens.

Scout 4 – (all four salute) My flag – the flag of America, home of liberty, land of opportunity, where men of all races and creeds live in peace and friendship together.
I am an American Opening

Scout 1 – My country gives each one of us the opportunity to advance according to his ambition.  Education is for all.  I am an American.

Scout 2 – My country mean love of freedom, faith in democracy, justice and equality.  I am an American.

Scout 3 – My country believes in the moral worth of the common man.  I am an American.

Scout 4 – My Country gives us the privilege of expressing beliefs or opinions without fear of persecution. I am an American.

Scout 5 – My country has the best form of government. It is our duty to keep it that way. I am an American.

Scout 6 – My country promises life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. I am an American.

Scout 7 – My country gives us a privilege that we shall protect and defend even with our lives. I am an American

Scout 8 – My country is and always and shall remain the land of the free and the hame of the brave. I am an American.

Scout 9 – My country offers a living Americanism which demands an informed, intelligent, and active citizenship, I am an American.

Scout 10 – My country meets any need or sniggering with its abiding love and loyalty. I am an American.

Scout 11 – My country is the servant – not the master. I am an American.

Scout 12 – My country possesses a Statue of Liberty whose torch shall burn as long as we keep it alight with our devotion to the freedom of the individual.

Please join us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Flag Opening

Scout – Have you noticed the strong bond between our flag and our promise?  Let me show you.

(Scout lights the white candle)

Scout – One of the colors of the flag is white.  It is the symbol  of purity and perfection.  It is like the first part of our Scout Promise….Our duty to God.

(Scout lights the red candle)

Scout – The color red in our flag means sacrifice and courage, the qualities of the founders of our country.  Red is the symbol of the second part of the Scout Promise.  Our duty to other people requires courage to help anyone in trouble and the self-sacrifice of putting others first.

(Scout lights the blue candle)

Scout – Blue is the color of faith.  It represents the Law of the Troop, which we faithfully follow.  We do our best to be true and honest and strong in character.  

Let us rise and dedicate ourselves with our Pledge to the Flag and follow with the Boy Scout Promise.

Flag Opening

Scout 1 – Practically from the beginning of time, man has used symbols to express hope, ideals, and love of his own nation.  Our flag represents the ideals and science, commerce, and agriculture.  It symbolizes the sacrifices made by men and women for the future of America.  It stands for you home and everything and everyone you hold dear.

I light the red candle which is the symbol of the red in our flag, and stands for hardiness and valor and symbolizes the lifeblood of brave men and women.
Scout 2 – I light the white candle, which is the symbol of purity and innocence and symbolizes the white of our flag.

Scout 3 – I light the blue candle, which is the symbol of the perseverance and justice, and symbolizes the eternal blue of the heavens.

Scout 4 – The stars in our flag represent states.  They indicate that the heights og achievement for our nation are as limitless as the heavens above us.

Together – Won’t you join us in the Pledge of Allegiance?

Brownsea Island Opening

On the 29th of July in 1907, Lord Baden-Powell took 22 boys with him to Brownsea Island, off England’s southern coast.  This was the world’s first Scout camp.  That little camp was the foundation of the tremendous world-wide Scouting movement.  The Boy Scouts of America was organized along with Scouting associations in many countries.  Today there are more than 15 million Scouts and leaders in over 150 countries.  Time changes many things, but the Scout Promise and Law are as important today as the were in the beginning.  Please stand – give the Scout sign and repeat the Scout Promise with me, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Ten Needs of a Boy

1. To climb a mountain and look afar.

2. To sit around a embered campfire with good friends.

3. To test his strength and his skills on his very own.

4. To be alone with his own thoughts and with his God.

5. To be ready to reach out and find the hand of an understanding man ready and willing to help.

6. To have a code to live by….easily understood and fair.

7. A chance to play hard just for the fun of it….and to work hard for the thrill of it.

8. To have a chance to fail….and know why.

9. To have and to be a good friend and have a chance to prove both.

10. To have a hero….and a vision to measure him by.

Scouters Prayer

Dear Lord, from your judgment seat on high
Look down on a Scouter such as I

Search me through and find me whole

Then help me Lord to reach my goal

Help me Lord to work for Thee

Guard my homeland – Keep it free

Help me to work with others and be kind

Helpful with my hands and mind

Kepp me Lord, both well and strong

To help our growing boys along

Control my thoughts, keep them right

Sound, clean weapons for life’s flight

Protect my morals, keep them high

Grant this to a Scouter such as I

Call From Youth

I’d rather see a lecture than hear one any day

I’d rather one should walk with me than merely point the way

The eye’s a better pupil, more willing than the ear

Fine counsel is confusing, but example’s always clear

And best of all the teachers are the men who live their creed

For to see the good in action is what everybody needs

I can soon learn how to do it if you let me see it done

I can watch your hands in action but your tongue too fast may run

And the lectures you deliver may be very wise and true

But there’s no misunderstanding how you act in what you do

For I may understand you and the high advice you give

But there’s no misunderstanding how you act and how you live

The Flag and Scouting
The flag of the United States is a symbol of our country and all it represents.  One of the many great things our flag represents is Scouting.  Let’s look at the flag from our Scouting viewpoint.

The white stripes are all Scouts with their clean, fresh desire to learn, be with the best of others and still stand out in their own individuality. 

The red stripes can represent the parents, who have given their sons the blood of inheritance, the closeness of constant support, the brilliance of visible good example and the distinction of encouraging self-reliance.

The blue field represents the Scouting organization with it’s broad principles and high ideals bound together with sound practices serving a teaching and supporting background.

The white stars are the Scout Leaders.  All those who assume the color and interest of the Boy Scouts, guide them in self-leadership, brighten the way of their growth, and illuminate the goals to constructive manhood, that basic ingredient that supports our country and earns our flag its most distinctive honor – RESPECT.

Patriotic Opening

Scout 1 – (lights the red candle) The red of my flag is the lifeblood of brave men, ready to die or worthily live, for this, our country

Scout 2 – (lights the white candle) The white of my flag is for purity, cleanliness of purpose, thought, word, and deed
Scout 3 – (lights the blue candle) The blue of my flag is for truth and justice, like the eternal blue star filled heavens

Scout 4 – (all salute) My flag – the flag of America, home of liberty, land of opportunity, where men of all races and creeds live in friendship and peace together

I Am Your Flag

I was born June 14, 1777

I am more than just cloth shaped into a design

I am the refuge of the world’s oppressed people

I am the silent sentinel of Freedom

I am the emblem of the greatest sovereign nation on earth

I am the inspiration for which American patriots gave their lives and fortunes

I have led your sons into battle from Valley Forge to the jungles of Vietnam

I walk in silence with each of you Honored Dead to their final resting place beneath silent 

white crosses, row upon row

I have flown through peace war, strife and prosperity, and amidst it all I have been 

respected


My red stripes symbolize the blood spilled in defense of the glorious nation

My white stripes signify the burning tears shed by Americans who lost their sons

My blue field in indicative of God’s heaven, under which I fly

My stars, clustered together, unify50 states as one, for God and Country

Old Glory is my nickname, and proudly I wave on high

Honor me, respect me, defend me with your lives and fortunes.  Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty position, lest I never return.  Keep alight the fires of patriotism: strive earnestly for the spirit of democracy.  Worship Eternal God, and keep His Commandments: and I shall remain the bulwark of peace and freedom for all mankind.

