Candle Lighting Ceremony

(signal, wait for scout to  light candle)

When a boy becomes a Scout there is instilled within him something that we call the spirit of Scouting. The lighted candle before you represents that spirit.

(signal, wait for Tenderfoot scout to  light candle)

The first Scout rank in Scouting is Tenderfoot.  Once inspired by the Spirit of Scouting he will not stay tender-of-foot for long. Putting a few simple achievements behind him, he quickly climbs to the rank of Second Class Scout.

(signal, wait for 2nd class scout to  light candle)

Even though the requirements stiffen a bit, he keeps climbing until finally he tops the mountain ridge along the Eagle trail where he receives his First Class award.

(signal, wait for 1st class scout to  light candle)

This is no place to rest on the Eagle trail, for now he clearly sees the peaks ahead.  Now a broad mountain meadow of merit badges challenges him. He must gather six of them as he presses onward toward Star.

(signal, wait for Star scout to  light candle)

He is farther along the Eagle trail than he thought he would ever be, and he is proud of his progress. He realizes benefits that he has gained from his training for leadership and for service.

The Life Scout rank, the next summit along the trail seems far away. Our hiker rushes on, working, serving, leading and as he goes he adds five more merit badges to his collection. The farther he climbs, the fewer companions he meets who are with him along the trail, and the more effort, he expends.

(signal, wait for Life scout to  light candle)

Moving on our traveler has attained another peak.  Our new Life Scout has completed many accomplishments, but looking up, the Scout beholds yet another summit, the highest summit of the range. He knows it must be Eagle Summit about which he has heard so many stories. The trail leads on and upward. Now the pathway narrows and there are even fewer Scouts on it. Toward the summit the path steepens considerably and winds along narrow ledges. Many tough spots will need to be overcome to conquer the last few miles. He must find and gather ten more merit badges. As he goes about that task, he is busy giving leadership to other Scouts who seek to climb the ranks of Scouting. He is continually giving service to those who cannot enjoy the trail, but need a helping hand. Only those with real persistence and courage are able to gain the thrill of Eagle Summit.

(signal, wait for Eagle scout to  light candle)

Before continuing up the trail to your goal, which is now very apparent, be reminded that there are more mishaps in mountain climbing after reaching the top than there are on the trail upward. One who achieves the highest goal of Scouting should never forget the rigor of the training he has endured and the responsibilities of leadership and service that were a part of his success. Never forget that the Scout Law should always be fundamental in your life.  And the Scout Oath contains the promises that will carry you safely and securely as you travel down unknown paths in the future. 

(Step back and gaze at the candles)

