                                                       Earning a Merit Badge

SO, you’re a Boy Scout now and you want to start working on a merit badge but you don’t know where to start. Relax; you’ve come to the right spot. This handy dandy guide will help you start the first of many merit Badge projects on your way to making Eagle Scout. Here are the steps involved. Talk to your Scoutmaster about the skill awards, merit badges, and rank advancements you wish to earn. Make a plan for earning them and set a reasonable time frame to complete your plan. Remember this plan will take several years to complete if you go all the way to Eagle Scout. There are, after all, 121 different merit badges you can earn. Just remember to keep advancing at a steady pace and most of all “HAVE  FUN”.
1. Ask an asst. scoutmaster how to get  a merit badge application (Blue Card) for the Merit Badge you want to start working on. It is better to work on one or two merit badges at a time except when you go to summer camp. Summer camp is set up so that you may work on up to four Merit badges during your time there. Remember; place your blue cards in a safe place. If you lose them, you may have to start all over and that’s not fun at all.

2. Print your name, address, phone number, Troop Number, District (Macomb) Council name (Clinton Valley) on the front of the blue card. The print the name of the merit badge you will be working on in all three places on the card. 

3. Meet with an Asst. scoutmaster. Have him sign and date the card. At this time, he will assign a merit badge counselor to you. If you are lucky, you may get a merit badge counselor from our troop. 

4. Purchase the appropriate merit badge book or see the troop librarian to see if we have the book you need on hand. Make sure the book you are using is an up to date book or else you may end up doing more work than is necessary for your merit badge.

5. Read the Merit Badge book completely.

6. Contact your merit badge counselor and set up an appointment to see him. If you get a wrong number or find that person is no longer a counselor please pass that information on to the scoutmaster so we can correct his list. Also, do not have your parents call the scoutmaster. They are not working on this merit badge – you are. Some counselors will not talk to parents’ if they call because it is the scout’s job to do the calling. 


7. Give the counselor your name, age, rank, troop number, scoutmaster’s name and which merit badge you are working on. Make an appointment to see him and do your best to keep this appointment. IF, FOR ANY REASON, YOU CAN NOT KEEP THE APPOINTMENT CALL THE COUNSELOR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND LET THEM KNOW. Then, reschedule the appointment.

8. Make sure you ask if there are any pre-requisites that need to be completed or materials that you need to bring to your meeting. Don’t forget to take your Merit Badge book, your Blue Card and any other documentation you may need to this meeting. 

9. If you do not understand something, ASK QUESTIONS.

10. Complete all of the merit badge requirements.

11. Have your counselor review your work and then sign off on all the requirements on your blue card. Make sure the counselor’s name; address and phone number appear on the blue card in the proper place. Give your counselor the part of the blue card that says “Counselor’s record”.

12.  Turn in the rest of the blue card to your scoutmaster. He has to sign it ; then he will turn the card in to the  advancement chairperson so it can be recorded in the troop records. 

13. When you receive the merit badge you will also get back part of the blue card that says “Applicants Record”. KEEP THIS CARD IN A SAFE PLACE. If you should lose your merit badge patch, this card will get you a new one. However, with no blue card you may have to do the merit badge work all over. 
